Salvation

How to interpret the Bible

I believe that there is only one truth from God the Creator of everything.  He is divine and infinite in His wisdom and has provided us, His creations, with the Holy Bible as our guide on how to live for and please Him.  I also believe that the Bible is unchanging and protected by God from distortions through time and translation [See Isaiah 40:8 
].  On that note I think it is important to realize that the Bible is not to be interpreted one verse at a time, or rather, it was not meant to take each verse individually and use that verse alone to understand God's truths.  As God has shown me, there are many verses in which multiple interpretations may be drawn without dispute when standing alone.  And when these types of verses are combined to support one another, an illusion of Biblically reinforced truth can be created.  Because of this, it is of the utmost importance to understand God's truths through "blatant" verses taken in context, which are not open for interpretation.  Then use the indisputable understanding gained from those verses as the guide for determining the correct interpretation of the types of verses previously mentioned that have multiple possible interpretations.  Essentially, the Bible is not open for interpretation, for God's will is unchanging and perfect and it is only He who can make the knowledge and truths within it apparent and real to us.    

Key Verses

Jesus is God's son

Matthew 3:16, 17 [NLT] (See also Mark 1:11 and Luke 3:22)

"16After his baptism, as Jesus came up out of the water, the heavens were opened and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and settling on him.  17And a voice from heaven said, "This is my beloved Son, and I am fully pleased with him."

The only way to the Father (Heaven) is through Jesus 

John 14:6 [NLT]
"6Jesus told him, "I am the way, the truth, and the life.  No one can come to the Father except through me."

Romans 3:30 [NLT]

"There is only one God, and there is only one way of being accepted by him.  He makes people right with himself only by faith, whether they are Jews or Gentiles."

Jesus is God's son and our salvation through Jesus is accomplished by believing in Him

John 3:16 [NLT]
"16For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him will not perish but have eternal life."

Romans 10:9, 10

"9 For if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.  10For it is by believing in your heart that you are made right with God, and it is by confessing with your mouth that you are saved."

Romans 10:4 [NLT]

"4 For Christ has accomplished the whole purpose of the law.  All who believe in him are made right with God."

Salvation through Jesus is in no way accomplished by our works, but rather dependent completely on Jesus through faith.

Ephesians 2:8, 9 [NLT]
"8God saved you by his special favor when you believed.  And you can't take credit for this; it is a gift from God.  9Salvation is not a reward for the good things we have done, so none of us can boast about it."

Romans 9:16 [NLT]

"16 So receiving God's promise is not up to us.  We can't get it by choosing it or working hard for it.  God will show mercy to anyone he chooses."

The above verses have only one interpretation and can only be questioned by other verses that may seem to contradict these due to their ambiguity.  However, if you read these verses alone and in context with where they are found, there is only one conclusion that can be drawn from them.  The only way to question the truths revealed by these verses is not in the translation or interpretation, but through comparison to verses, which are not as clear.  Therefore, it is from these verses that we should build our foundations of what God's word is saying and use the truth's gained from understanding these indisputable verses to determine what the meaning of other less direct verses are. 

Verses for Interpretation

Luke 3:8,9 [NLT]

"8 Prove by the way you live that you have really turned from your sins and turned to God.  Don't just say, 'We're safe-we're the descendants of Abraham.' That proves nothing.  God can change these stones here into children of Abraham.  9 Even now the ax of God's judgment is poised, ready to sever your roots.  Yes, every tree that does not produce good fruit will be chopped down and thrown into the fire."

Acts 26:20 [NLT]

"20 I preached first to those in Damascus, then in Jerusalem and throughout all Judea, and also to the Gentiles, that all must turn from their sins and turn to God - and prove they have changed by the good things they do."

I Corinthians 3:13-15 [NLT]

"13 But there is going to come a time of testing at the judgement day to see what kind of work each builder has done.  Everyone's work will be put through the fire to see whether or not it keeps its value.  14 If the work survives the fire, that builder will receive a reward.  15 But if the work is burned up, the builder will suffer great loss.  The builders themselves will be saved, but like someone escaping through a wall of flames."

Galatians 5:4 [NLT]

"4 For if you are trying to make yourselves right with God by keeping the law, you have been cut off from Christ!  You have fallen away from God's grace."

Philippians 3:2, 3 [NLT]

"2 Watch out for those dogs, those wicked men and their evil deeds, those mutilators who say  you must be circumcised to be saved.  3 For we who worship God in the Spirit are the only ones who are truly circumcised.  We put no confidence in human effort.  Instead, we boast about what Christ Jesus has done for us."

James 2:14-16 [NLT]

"14 Dear brothers and sisters, what's the use of saying you have faith if you don't prove it by your actions?  That kind of faith can't save anyone."

James 2:17 [NLT]

"17 So you see, it isn't enough just to have faith.  Faith that doesn't show itself by good deeds is no faith at all-it is dead and useless."

James 2:20 [NLT]

"20 Fool!  When will you ever learn that faith that does not result in good deeds is useless?"

James 5:19, 20 [NLT]

"19 My dear brothers and sisters, if anyone among you wanders away from the truth and is brought back again, 20 you can be sure that the one who brings that person back will save that sinner from death and bring about the forgiveness of many sins." 
Conclusions

Using the above verses, God has led me to the conclusion that Jesus, God's only Son, is our only way to be saved.  By believing in Him, we are saved from the consequences of our sins and through nothing else.  Nothing we can do contributes in any way to our salvation for if it did, then we would be saying that the Lord 'owed' us something and was therefore required to give it to us which is completely outside the truth of God's grace.  

However, the question comes as to what is meant by 'believing' in Christ Jesus.  By believing, we have faith in Jesus and therefore, it is by our faith that we are saved.  Simply knowing of Jesus and believing he is real is not the faith required for salvation.  Even satan and his demons are aware of Jesus and know he is real.  

Faith is demonstrated through obedience.  Obedience is the greatest form of faith and it exemplifies our love for our Maker.  From this obedience 'fruit' will be produced from our lives.  These good works are both a result and a sign of our changed lives by Jesus Christ through devoted faith in Him.  Although good works will be present to some degree in every believer who has been transformed by the Holy Spirit in salvation, they are not the means by which they are saved, merely the result of the change that comes from true salvation in Christ Jesus.  

Verses in other Translations

Matthew 3:16, 17 [KJV]
"16 And Jesus, when he was baptized, went up straightway out of the water: and, llo, the heavens were opened unto him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove, and lighting upon him: 17 And lo a voice from heaven, saying, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased."

Matthew 3:16, 17 [NIV]
"16 As soon as Jesus was baptized, he went up out of the water.  At that moment heaven was opened, and lighting on him.  17 And a voice from heaven said, "This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased."

John 14:6 [KJV]
"6 Jesus said unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me."

John 14:6 [NIV]
"6 Jesus answered, "I am the way and the truth and the life.  No one comes to the Father except through me."

John 3:16 [KJV]
"16 For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life."

John 3:16 [NIV]
"16 For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life."

Ephesians 2:8, 9 [KJV]
"8 For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: 9 Not of works, lest any man should boast."

Ephesians 2:8, 9 [NIV]
"8 For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith- and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God- 9 not by works, so that no one can boast."

� Isa 40:8	"The grass withers, and the flowers fade, but the word of our God stands forever."





